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Overview

 Current Pipeline Mileage
 New Administration Perspective
 Excavation Damage  
 PERI Program



PHMSA Office of Pipeline Safety



System Type Miles

Hazardous Liquid 212,189/ 7,578 
Tanks

Gas Transmission 300,566
Gas Gathering 18,347
Gas Distribution (Mains & Services ) 2,212,189

Total 2,743,291

Liquid	Natural	Gas 152	Plants/	227	Tanks	
Underground	Natural	Gas	
Storage,
(First	annual	reports	in	
2018)

~400	Facilities

Regulated Pipeline Systems
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Administration Take on Rules
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Informal Rule Making









Prudhoe Bay Oil Field, North Slope





Excavation Damage

Should I 
have called 

811? 
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Excavation Damage

 1995-2015: 16.8% incidents
37.7% fatalities

32.3% injuries



PHMSA’s FY2015 IT Portfolio
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October 31, 2016
• 36”  gasoline line
• 1 person killed, 5 hospitalized
• 2nd person died in hospital
• Subcontractor working for Colonial
• Track hoe used to excavate TOR fitting
• result of 336,000 gallon release
• NTSB investigating

Excavation Damage – Pelham, AL

“burning geyser of gasoline, like Old Faithful with smoke and fire"



PHMSA’s FY2015 IT Portfolio
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• Largest gasoline pipeline in U.S.
• 55,000,000 gpd
• 40-50% gasoline used 
• Out-of-service 6 days

Colonial Line 1



PHMSA’s FY2015 IT PortfolioExcavation Damage – Pelham, AL



PHMSA’s FY2015 IT Portfolio
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PHMSA’s FY2015 IT Portfolio
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• What is PERI?

• Why is PERI needed?

• How did PERI get started?

• Where are we now?

PERI Program



What is a Pipeline Emergency 
Responders Initiative (PERI)?

Public-private partnership among emergency 
response organizations and pipeline operators 
to improve emergency response.



What Do We Want to Accomplish with PERI? 

 Enhance responders understanding of 
pipeline risks and hazards; 

 Strengthen relations in the interest of public 
safety;

 Improve management of pipeline 
emergencies nationwide



Regulatatory Requirements 

Emergency Plans ‐ 192.615 and 195.402

• Written procedures for notifying appropriate fire, 
police, and other public officials of gas and liquid 
pipeline emergencies

• Establish and maintain liaison with appropriate fire, 
police, and other public officials

Public Awareness ‐ 192.616 and 195.440

• Messages to emergency responders and public officials



Drivers for Change in GA
Some firefighters 
squeezing off gas lines 
when ruptured in 
AGLR footprint. Need 
to change behaviors

2007 2008 2009 2010

JULY 2010 Meeting of GPSC, 
GA Association of Fire Chiefs: 
No firefighter involvement 
on the issues affecting them

2011

SEPTEMBER 9, 2010 
San Bruno:“What pipeline?” 

Are  GA firefighters 
adequately informed?

MARCH, 2008
GA Public Service 
Commission issues Final 
Rule: County‐wide Gas 
Safety Plans  to reduce 
confusion/ duplication of 
efforts

Increased industry 
focus on 
effectiveness of ER 
training & liaison 

2012

MAY 15, 2012 First‐
ever 
GA Pipeline Operators 
& Emergency 
Responder Meeting
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May 15, 2012 Meeting in Sandy Springs

• Hosted by Sandy Springs Fire Chief Jack 
McElfish

• Over 50 attendees

• Steering Committee formed

• Local media coverage



Georgia Pipeline Companies

State and Federal Regulators

• Georgia Municipal Association (Gas Section)
• Municipal gas systems
• Interstate pipeline operators (gas and liquids)
• Intrastate pipeline operators (gas)

• Georgia Public Service Commission (GAPSC)
• Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration (PHMSA)

Georgia Emergency Response Agencies

• Fire Departments
• Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs (GAFC) 
• Georgia State Fire Fighters Association (GSFFA)
• Georgia State Fire Marshall’s Office 
• Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA)
• Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC)
• Georgia Public Safety Training Center (GPSTC)

Steering Committee Members



Advance the ability of Georgia 
emergency responders to manage 
pipeline emergencies through 
improved training, cooperation and 
communication with pipeline 
operators

GPERI Mission Statement



Goals and Objectives of PERIs 

 Improve and sustain effective communication among 
emergency responders and pipeline operators

 Increase emergency responders’ awareness of 
pipelines in their jurisdictions

 Establish a baseline to evaluate pipeline emergency 
response preparedness

 Identify weaknesses in existing regulatory and 
emergency response programs and develop solutions

 Develop a sustainable comprehensive pipeline 
emergency response training program



Alternative Responder Training

 Pipeline emergency training transferred to fire-
based training services

 Enhances credibility 
 Maximizes emergency responder participation
 Recognition of specific knowledge needs of 

responders
 Eliminates one-size-fits-all approach to training



Training Tailored to Rank and Position

Course  Position/Rank Content
Train the Trainer

16‐hour
Hazmat teams, command 

officers, trainers
In‐depth focus on pipeline emergencies; 

instructor qualification

Command Module
4‐hour

Law enforcement, EMS, 
emergency managers, fire 

chiefs

Provides strategic awareness; Focused 
on NIMS & ICS, unified command, 

Incident Action Plan, pre‐planning for 
incidents 

Company Officer & 
Firefighter Module

8‐hour

Rank & file firefighters 
(volunteer or paid)

Focused on scene safety, initial incident 
command, size‐up, prompt notification 

of operator, assistance requests, 
ordering of resources

911 Dispatch Module
4‐hour

E‐911 operators Provides detailed information on 
pipelines in jurisdiction, product risks 
and hazards, questions to ask when 

pipeline emergency reported, what to 
communicate to operators & ERs



Tim Butters Addressing Georgia 
Fire Chiefs



PHMSA’s Finest



Colonial Pipeline Display



GPERI Emphasis on Prevention

• Response important, but prevention 
says lives

• Damage Prevention content 
incorporated into “Pipeline 
Emergencies” course

o Role & importance of 811
o Underground utility locating process
o Excavation awareness (how to tell if a 

line has been located at a working job site)



Status of PERIs 





PERI Logos 

www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/safety-awareness-and-outreach/PERI







PERI Workgroup

• Let operators know 
may meet regulatory 
requirements if PERI 
participation

• Review regulatory 
requirements and    
issue guidance/ADB

• Outreach strategy



Challenges Moving Forward with PERI

 Providing sustainable pipeline safety training for 
ERs 

 Overcoming low priority placed on pipeline 
emergencies training

 Key emergency responder participation
 Meeting logistics
 Increased demands on time of ERs
 Establishing baseline to measure progress
 Establishing entity and funding to sustain program
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PHMSA’s PERI Website
www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/safety-awareness-and-
outreach/PERI

PHMSA Community Liaison contact info:
https://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/cats.htm

Get Involved



PHMSA’s FY2015 IT Portfolio
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Arthur O. Buff, P.E.
Community Liaison Manager
PHMSA – Office of Pipeline Safety
Southern Region
arthur.buff@dot.gov
404-226-6153


